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Q&A at end

copy of slides – provided
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what we’ll cover

about this session



about this session
tips for success

lesson ideas for all age groups

where to find bonus resources



draw to 
compose

listen & solve transcribe & 
arrange

beyond 
Song Maker

lesson ideas: 6 areas

outstanding 
ostinati

share & display 
student work



getting started with Song Maker

draw to compose



1. Say my name





draw a word or picture
it’s what kids want to do anyway…!

utilise templates

use as an intro project

pentatonic scale works best



outline

2 bars, pentatonic, 4/4, 
divide beat into 4

draw letters (name or initials)

experiment: tempo & instruments

add percussion





how to save
student clicks Save when done

copy the link & send to teacher

or download WAV file

other options & ideas later!



mystery songs!

listen & solve



2. Mystery song #1



what’s my song?
provide students with half-done song

don’t tell them what it is!

students: identify song & finish it off

add percussion, change instruments





extension
print out the “score” (the Song 
Maker screen)

write on note names

play on Boomwhackers, virtual xylo, 
other instruments 



3. Mystery song #2



students play the colours  
(Playsprout Xylo or Boomwhackers)  
& decode the song 

provide “puzzle” (coloured dots)

recreate the song in Song Maker

colour puzzle

optional: some notes are missing from 
the end of the song



solve the mystery song!
Play these colours on Playsprout 
Xylo or Boomwhackers

Is the song complete?

Recreate this song using Song 
Maker and add the missing part





4. Mystery song #3



students decode the numbers: match 
with colours and notes

provide song “puzzle” (numbers)

recreate the song in Song Maker

optional: some notes are missing from 
the end of the song

numbers puzzle



number: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
colour:

note: G

1. complete the key
Fill in the note names to complete the key below. 

A clue has been provided to get you started!

1 1 5 5 6 6 5 4 4 3 3 2 2 1
colour

note

2. solve the mystery song

5 5 4 4 3 3 2 5 5 4 4 3 3 2
colour

note

Using the key on the left, match the colours to the numbers 
below (fill in the box with the correct colour).   
Next, write the notes names underneath each colour.

What is the name of the song?

3. create the song in Song Maker
• Click here to open Song Maker and then create the mystery song  

• Play your creation – does it sound right? Make adjustments if you need to! 

• Add the missing part at the end



cover songs, rounds & more

transcribe & arrange



5. Complete the theme/song



recreate a known theme

provide a template (key, bars, tempo)

or provide nothing!

customise to age of your students

see example: Star Wars Theme

tie in with a unit of work







6. Round & round



round & round

they then add the second voice

students create a known round in 
Song Maker

third voice optional!





7. The cover song project



the cover song project
cover a pop song

choose one section only

work out melody then add bass/perc

warning: Youtube channels (!)





8. Sing/play to notate



can Song Maker hear me?

enter notes by singing/playing

set appropriate key for your 
instrument/voice

choose mic input option

choose a simple song





patterns…patterns…patterns…

outstanding ostinati



9. Ostinato #1 tabletop rhythms



tabletop rhythms

in pairs: compose a 2-bar rhythmic 
ostinato (tabletop & clap)

students learn about ostinati

write rhythm into Song Maker Planner 
template (or any notation grid)

create rhythm in Song Maker 
percussion tracks



clap
table

tabletop rhythms

Aaron & Bradley

8G

planning template available for MMC members





10. Ostinato #2 pass me the bass



pass me the bass
student A composes a bass line for 
1st bar (over the tabletop rhythm)

save link

student B opens link & adds a bass 
line in 2nd bar. Save new link

extension: both compose a melody





11. Ostinato #3 colours



rainbow ostinato
choose a random sequence of 5–10 
colours (Wheel of Names)

students compose a melody by matching 
colours with notes in Song Maker

use colours in order they were chosen

inspiration: Andrew Huang candy video



Wheel of Names - customisable spinner





12. Ostinato #4 Wordsmith



wordsmith ostinati

choose 2–3 words from your list

brainstorm words that use the 
letters A B C D E F G

compose a song that uses the 
letters in your words – in order

experiment with the rhythm

other students can guess the words



worksheet available for MMC members



C A B B A G E
1 6 67 7 5 3



13. Ostinato #5 4-chord song



four-chord song

create bass line in Song Maker

listen to songs with I V vi IV 
progression (ie. Axis of Awesome)

add chords above bass

identify notes of each chord

add melody & percussion





extend the possibilities

beyond Song Maker



14. Remix your track



save as MIDI
save song as MIDI file

open in Soundtrap/Bandlab/
GarageBand or another DAW

change instruments, add effects, 
add loops or drum part

add audio track & record voice or 
instrument



Soundtrap



15. traditional notation -> Song Maker



traditional notation
provide a rhythm in traditional 
notation (or students write one)

recreate the rhythm in the Song 
Maker percussion line/s

transfer rhythm into grid notation

can also do with notated melody





from traditional notation:

to Song Maker grid:

add a melody:

notation => Song Maker





16. Song Maker -> traditional notation



create melody or rhythm in 
Song Maker

notate Song Maker song

students rewrite grid notation 
using traditional notation

tip: you can also save the Song 
Maker song as a MIDI file & open it in 
notation software



to traditional notation:from Song Maker percussion grid:

from Song Maker melody: to traditional rhythmic notation:

to traditional melodic notation:



showcase your student projects!

sharing & displaying work



The Singing Wall







pic & QR code
click Save

on the Save screen, click in URL bar at 
top of page to reveal QR code icon

click on QR code icon & download it

create poster with screenshot & QR 
code and display on bulletin board

take screenshot of Song Maker screen



how to generate a QR code
On the SAVE screen:

1. click in the URL address bar 
(the QR code icon will appear)

2. click on the QR code icon

3. click on Download to 
save the QR code image



Song Maker Gallery



pic



Song Maker Gallery
free website

set up your own gallery

upload CSV file (student name 
and Song Maker link)



Embed into website





embed into website
Save > copy embed code

paste embed code into your website

works well with Google Sites and 
other websites or LMS



what’s next?





special offer for webinar attendees 

just $1 for 14 dayslimited time: 40% off

😂😂

midnightmusic.com.au/join



pd certificate
midnightmusic.com.au/
pdsongmaker



Instagram
@katiemidnightmusic




